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Philosophy

Nature of Requests
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To the strong Rudra bring we these our songs of praise, to him the Lord
of Heros with the braided hair, that it be well with all our cattle and our
men, that in this village all he healthy and well-fed

(RV 1.114.1, translation by R Griffith)
-3qHTY: gfcha givay afy | ggrgnfiigsis ggr 2 Iarad |

Whatever sin is found in me, whatever evil | have wrought, if |
have lied or falsely sworn, Waters, remove it far from me.

*(RV 1.23.22 - Translation by R. Griffith)
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Philosophy

Nature of Requests
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1. GODS, whatsoe'er the Dove came hither seeking, sent to
us as the envoy of Destruction, For that let us sing hymns
and make atonement. Well be it with our quadrupeds and
bipeds.

2 Auspicious be the Dove that hath been sent us, a
harmless bird, ye Gods, within our dwelling. May Agni,
Sage, be pleased with our oblation, and may the Missile

borne on wings avoid us.
RV 10. 165 Translation by R Griffith
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Philosophy

Philosophical Inquiry

* Philosophical thought begins with an inquiry, as can be seen in
(RV 1.164.4)

. As revealed to BT HdH: (Dirghatama), a descendant of BN Il
(Uchiti)

Who has embodied the universe?
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Who supports That One?

How has the body - cumulative of organic flesh and blood —
endowed with consciousness?

Vedic

Whom shall | approach to get clarity?
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Presentation Notes
There is a legend that suggests Dirghatama, the Rishi of this hymn, born blind and was carried by a flood to the shores of Angadesha (current Bengal) where he begets a son with a king’s maid.
Also, his prayers to Ashvins resulted in him getting the eyesight again.


Philosophy

Inquiry in Contemplation
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Presentation Notes
The Rishi is wonderstruck at the harmony of the celestials and the environment. He wonders at the neverflinching regularity of the Day and Nights, at the variety of animals, plants, and humans.  He starts an inquiry and realizes the answer in his contemplation.


Philosophy

Vedic Philosophy

(16) 90 (7.10, 3.7)
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« 1. AThousand heads hath Purusa, a thousand eyes, a thousand feet.
On every side pervading earth he fills a space ten fingers wide.
2 This Purusa is all that yet hath been and all that is to be;
The Lord of Immortality which waxes greater still by food.
3 So mighty is his greatness; yea, greater than this is Purusa.
All creatures are one-fourth of him, three-fourths eternal life in
heaven.
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(Translation by R Griffith)
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Presentation Notes
This is the model of all vedic yajnas, where the sacrifice of the self is considered the primary requirement.  The Almighty in this hymn conducts a yagna in concept to create the universe. Inanimate and animate as well as the environment and the various dieties are born off him as he sacrifices himself in this yajna


Philosophy

Inquiry and its Answer
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34 | ask thee of the earth's extremest limit, where is the centre of the
world, | ask thee. | ask thee of the Stallion's seed prolific, | ask of

highest heaven where Speech abideth.
(RV 1.164.34 — Translation by R Griffith)
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35 This altar is the earth's extremest limit; this sacrifice of ours is the
world's centre. The Stallion's seed prolific is the Soma; this Brahman (in)
highest heaven (is) where Speech abideth.

(RV 1.164.35 Translation by Griffith)
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Presentation Notes
The वेदि the platform of the yajna is built of bricks to a specific count and in the form of a bird with wings spread, or an animal with its calf lying down. The homakunda,the fire pit, also is built to a specific geometry, and that is located at the head of the platform. The . ऋत्विक् s will be seates on this platform at specific angles to the fire pit. 


Philosophy

Detailed Explanation

NdYY dIRIUl (Shatapatha Brahmana) , declares in more detailed
terms, that :

e The dfg (the platform), and URdIGl (Parabrahma) are one
and the same

 The one who knows this relationship will rule over the
entire Earth

e This platform is a representation of the Earth and the
Atmospheric space

e The Platform is the place of Union of Earth and Space (%ﬁt)

* One who understands this principle will achieve oneness
with 3{f: (Agni) etc..

Reference: SB 10-5; as stated in Venkata Rao’s translation of Sayana Bhashya in Kannada.
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Philosophy

Further Explanations

e These queries are the focal points of a number of 3‘1'3%3\5 that describe
the Vedic Philosophy

e Rituals described in the SIT&IUlls further empower the inquirer to pursue
the quest.

o HRUYdh(Aranyakas), The philosophical thoughts that was emulated byﬁ‘?fﬁf
s and hermits, during their contemplations (as they continued to practice in
the forest surroundings) expand on the formulaic statements of the Vedas.

. EQIEQE\S, SITIUITs , 3{IRUYh s, and.égs elaborate on explaining the
formulaic statements of the Vedic s. These works together with the
Vedas are termed
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Philosophy

Formulae of Vedic Philosophy

A Universal Brotherhood is observed

Ritual practices are harmonious and co-operative

5 o 7 gfor Rifife: e e | 1 e aw wuwiwfa @ 0
¥ (RV 10.105.8)
‘o Grind off our sins; with song will we conquer the men who sing no
sl hymns.
W 3d a1 ggygd ufd @ gite ST |
o 3l Wﬁw arat PHdHH 1l (Rv 10.105.11)
()]
>

As hundreds, O Immortal God, have sung to thee, so hath Sumitra, yea,
Durmitra praised thee here, What time thou helpest Kutsa's son, when
Dasyus fell, yea, helpest Kutsa's darling when the Dasyus died.

(Translations by R Giriffith)
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Presentation Notes
अच्छा गिरो मतयो देवयंतीरग्निं यंति द्रविणं भिक्षमाणाः ।  (RV 7.10.3)
सुसंद्ऱिशं सुप्रतीकं स्वंचं हव्य्वाहमरतिं मानुषाणाम् ॥  Hymns and praises, requesting riches are recited in front of Agni, who is of pleasing form, graceful stride, the carrier of oblations and ruler of humans.
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Philosophy

* Expressed Philosophy is in vogue even today —

e Generally it is Expressed as the Eternal Religion —
Sanatana Dharma

e Religion and Philosophy are Interdependent

Q e Gnler Philosophy and Religion V.S. Ramapriya
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Religion

Vedic Ritual
Priests
Mantras and Hymns
The Deities
The Prayers
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Desired Results and Atonement
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Religion

Typical Ancient Ritual
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Presentation Notes
Currently,it is stated that there are about 400 types of yajnas that are practiced by devout Hindus.  During the Vedic times, the yajnas were classified as daily, biweekly, monthly, annual, and Ishties.
In addition special yajnas such as Ashvamedha and Rajasuya were also in practice. RV 1.162 and 163 hymns are prescribed for the horse sacrifice or ashvamedha yajna.


Religion
Typical Ancient Ritual

Mantras from 570g, (Rgveda) ?IITgﬁ?I (yajurveda) qrde (samaveda)are

chanted or Sung

* Yajurveda defines the procedure

o JU/H]T (yajamana), the individual for whom the rite is conducted, is
guided and supported by@ﬁ (hotru), 31’?5@ (adhvaryu) and 3%Iq
(udgatru) priests. YSTHIH (Yajamana), represents the entire community
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o
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o g6/ (Brahma), the presiding priest of the U3l (yajnya), monitors the entire
ritual

. W(Holy men) who chant are trained in schools run byﬂ’?fﬁf (Rishi(s)
akin to [® P (gurkula(s))

« Gurukulas and BV (Rishi(s)) 313 H (ashramas) are located in forest
surroundings

Vedic
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Religion

Vedic Revelations / Compositions

*Mantras are believed to have been “seen” —by Y (Rishi(s)) in
contemplation

B belonged to all sections of the society
Female BV and B (s) of many generations contributed

The BV (s) are @IEHQ‘II"T (brahmajfiani) — who have realized the
Self

*The Mantras were composed over many centuries, could be over
millennia
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Vedic

°In addition to seeking grace, mantras praised the Deities,
reaffirmed the faith in them, called for atonement for past deeds
and sought protection from mishaps and calamities

V .S. Ramapriya

16

m Il)ncvh%t Philosophy and Religion


Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are suktas that are attributed to multiple Rishis. Examples are: RV 1.100, 1.126, . Also some Suktas are attributed to multiple Rishis together with the divinity, as in RV 1.165, 1.170 etc.


Religion
Attributes of Deilties

 Deification of unseen Forces of Nature
 Tiers of divinity — Terrestrial, Atmosphere, Space and Beyond
. 3 (Agni) dIY: (Vayu) H®d (maruts) are considered
Terrestrial divinit
. 3% 3MTfed YA IS (Indra, Aditya, Ashvins, Parjanya) are
Divinities attributed to 3/di¥&l (space)
. ?’_s{ﬁml (Rudra, Vishnu) — 3IhIR[ (beyond space)
. 3dd or Divinity is defined as follows:
e based on their ability to grant the requested result;
 self luminous;
 habitation outside the earth
 (RV 1.6.1and 1.164.46) suggests that Indra is the cumulative
personification of 3{f¥: (Agni), A: (VAyu), 3G (Aditya), T&=
(Nakshatra),et all.
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Religion

The Prayer
-3¢H UH aouH o fear: | quoTt TS |
UHH AfeUT IgUT I~ T ATARYTHTE: |l
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*They call him Indra, Mitra, Varuna, Agni,and he is
heavenly nobly-winged Garutman. To what is One, sages
give him many a title- they call it Agni, Yama, Matarisvan.

*(RV 1.164.46 Translation by RGriffith)

Vedic
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Religion
Typical contents in {dd (Hymns)

e Some Ydd (Sukta(s)-collection of Mantras) are descriptions of
the prowess and functions of divinities

e Some are addressed to multiple divinities

e Some are realized by multipleﬂ?fﬁ (Rishi) and are attributed
accordingly
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e Some are composed on behalf of the Divinity

» Material in some {dd (Sukta(s)) relate to popular legends and
folk-tales

o BY (Rbhu), Ql:f‘«ﬁ'q (Shunashepa), EICER (Trivikrama)

etc. are some examples

Vedic
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Religion
The Prayer

 The compositions display highly devotional dependence
on the Divinities that are invoked during the 43l (yajna).

* There is a sense of relationship - as dutiful son to Father,
as the sincere servant to the Master, as the child to the
Mother — Is expressed

* There are prayers that address plants for their ability to
remedy ills and diseases as well to nourish all beings.
(RV 10.97)

* There are prayers for harmony between couples and to
mitigate the pangs of separation

(RV 10.95)
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Religion
The Prayer
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| too, urged on have had my portion, in the bowl, and as
first Prince | drew forth this my hymn of praise. When with
the prize | came unto the flowing Juice, O Visvamitra,
Jamadagni to your home.

(Translation by R Griffith — RV 10.167.4)

Vedic
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Religion
The Prayer

o Jdd (Rv 10.125) illustrates the ability of Mortals to achieve
the Deification.

e The BT, dicp &rrm,Uﬂ (Vak Ambhruni) , realizing this dd,
dedicates it to herself since she has achieved oneness
with ¥ (Rudra), 994d: (Vasys) , 3G (Aditya), &
(Mitra), dUl (Varuna), (Ashvms) HIT (Bhaga), JUUI
(Pushana)

 She declares that she is the donor of wealth and
possessions to the Yajamana.
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Vedic
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Religion
The Prayer

3E THaTaSoTaT TETH-STT 3TEHTAATT 1]

3 RUTH ST Efasad gUreds FHE gead | 2 |
Hymn (Rv 10.125) — Vak (&1 : Vak Ambhrni)
1. | Travel with the Rudras and the Vasus, with the Adityas and
All-Gods | wander. | hold aloft both Varuna and Mitra, Indra
and Agni, and the Pair of Asvins.
2. | cherish and sustain high-swelling Soma, and Tvastar |
support, Pusan, and Bhaga. | load with wealth the zealous
sdcrificer who pours the juice and offers his oblation

sacrificer
(Translation by R Griffith)
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Thank you!

Vedic
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